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LAB 


A liquid confonant, which preferves always the 
fame found in Englifh. In the Saxon it was af- 
pirated a Jjlap, loaf $ Jfloepeij, lady. 

0 At the end of a monofyllable it is always 
' 5 * doubled; as , JhallJllll-, full, except after a diph¬ 
thong ; as xJdili feel-, veal; cool. In a word of more fyl- 
lables it is written fingle; as, channel ; canal ; tendril. It is 
fometimes put before e, and founded feebly after it; as bibit ; 
title. 

La. interjell, [corrupted by an effeminate pronunciation from 
/a.] See; look ; behold. 

La you ! if you fpcak ill of the devil. 

How he takes it at heart. Sheikef Twelfth Night. 

La'hdanum. n.f A refin of the fofter kind, of a ftrong and 
not unpleafant fmell, and an aromatick, but not agreeable 
taftc. This juice exfudates from a low fpreading Ihrub, of the 
ciftus kind, in Crete, and the neighbouring illands; and the 
Grecian women make balls of it with a fmall admixture of 
ambergreafe, by way of a perfume. It was formerly ufed 
externally in medicine, but is now neglected. Hill. 

To La'befy. v. a. [ labefacio, Latin.] To weaken; to im¬ 
pair. Dill. 

La'bel. n.f. [labellum, Latin.] 

1. A fmall flip or ferip of writing. 

When wak’d, I found 
This label on my bofom; whofe containing 
Is- fo from fenfe in hardnefs, that I can 
Make no colle&ion of it. Sbakefpeare’s Cymbelinc. 

2. Any thing appendant to a larger writing. 

On the label of lead, the heads of St. Peter and St. Paul 
are impreffed from the papal feal. Ayliffe’s Parergon. 

3. [In law.] A narrow flip of paper or parchment affixed to 
a deed or writing, in order to hold the appending feal. So 
alfo any paper, annexed by way of addition or explication to 
any will or teftament, is called a label or codicil. Harris. 

God join’d my heart to Romeo’s ; thou our hands ; 

And ere this hand by thee to Romeo feal’d. 

Shall be the label to another deed. 

Or my true heart with treacherous revolt 

Turn to another, this fliall flay them both. Shakefpeare. 

La bekt. adj. [labens, Lat.] Sliding; gliding; flipping. Did. 
D lf. L ‘ U^hia/is, Latin.] Uttered by the lips. 

1 he Hebrews have affigned which letters are labial, which 
dental, and which guttural. Bacon's Natural Hjhiy. 

home particular affe&ion of found in its paffage to the lips, 
will feem to make fome compofition in any vowel which is 

, T “ la ' Holder's Elements of Speech. 

La biated. adj. [labium, Latin.] Formed with lips. 

La biodental. adj. [labium and dentalis .] Formed or pro- 
nounced by the co-operation of the lips and teeth. 

I he dental confonants are very eafy ; and firft the labio- 
dentals f v, alfo the l.nguadcntals th, dh. Hold. Elm. of Sp. 
Ub„'» AN t. Lat .) Achemift Noti / u £ 

a **• of fixt fu,ph “ r '^»ff 

I-a'boratory. n. f. [laboratoire, French.] A chemift’s work- 
room. 

It would contribute to the hiftory of colours, if chemifts 
would in their laboratory take a heedful notice, and give us a 

dit-l ^lr^r 0f , thc f-n OUrS obfcrvcd in ^e fleam of bo- 
ies e.ther fublimcd or d.ftillcd. Boyle on Colours 

.Sr Kr ™ chi 
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To his laborious youth confum’d in war, 

And lading age, adorn’d and crown'd with peace. Prior, 
2 . Requiring labour; tirefome ; not eafy. 

A fpacious cave within its farmoft part, 

Was hew’d and falhion’d by laborious art, 

Through the hill’s hollow Tides. Dryd. JEn. 6, 

Dp’ll thou love watchings, abftinence, and toil. 
Laborious virtues all ? learn them from Cato. Add. Cato. 
Laboriously, adv. [from laborious .] With labour; with 
toil. 

The folly of him, who pumps very laboriouJJy in a fhip, 
yet negle&s to flop the leak. Decay of Piety. 

I chufe laboriouJJy to bear 

A weight of woes, and breathe the vital air. Pope's Odyf. 
Labo'riousness. n. f. [from laborious.] 

1. Toilfomenefs ; difficulty. 

The parallel holds in the gainlcffnefs as well as the labo- 
rioujnefs of the work; thofe wretched creatures, buried in 
earth and darknefs, were never the richer for all the ore they 
digged ; no more is the infatiatc mifer. Decay of Piety. 

X- Diligence; affiduity. 

LA'BOUR, n.f [labour, French; labor, Latin.] 

1. The adt of doing what requires a painful exertion of ftrength, 
or wcarifome perfeverance ; pains ; toil; travail; work. 

If I find her honeft, I lofe not my labour ; if £h e be other- 
wile, it is labour well beftowed. Shakef. M. IV. of TVindfor. 

I fent to know your faith, left die tempter have tempted 
you, and our labour be in vain. z Thef. iii. e 

2. Work to be done. 

Being a labour of fo great difficulty, the exa# performance 
thereof we may rather wilh than look for. Hooker. 

You were wont to fay, 

*• If you had been the wife of Hercules 

Six of his labours you’d have done, and fav’d 

Your hufband io much f wcat. Sbakefpeare's Coriolanus 

3. t.vercife ; motion with fome degree of violence 

c Moderate labour of the body conduces to the' prefervation 
of health, and curing many initial difeafes ; but die toil of 
tb 5 deflroys health; and generates maladies. Harvey 

4. Childbirth ; travail. 

Sith of womens labours thou haft charge. 

And generation goodly doeft enlarge. 

Incline % will to eft'e# our wifliful vow. Spenf. Ebith 

^Ot knowing’twas my/«w, I complain 

Ot hidden fliootmgs, and of grinding pain ; 

My throws come thicker, and my cries encreas'd, 

V. Inch with her hand theconfcious nurfe fupprefs’d. Dryd 
Not one woman of two hundred dies in labour. Graunt'. 
nhr ilS t-‘ Cart l A . ,n . cont,nual lub,jU r \ it even travails with the 
r and ls «[ pangs 'till it be delivered. South’s Serm. 
I o Labour, v. n. [labor0, Latin.] 

1. To toil; to a a with painful effort. 

When fall I come to th’ top of that fame hill > 

-You do climb up it now ; look how we labour'. Shakef 
For your h.ghnefs’ good I ever labour'd, J ' 

More than mine own Shakefpear's Hen. VIII. 

v T W ho is with him r 

None but the fool, who labours to out-ieft 
His heart-ftruck injuries. c l 1 

w 5.s work ^ iaid upon ,h ' Jji. 

2. To do work ; to take pains. Exod ' v ’ 9 - 
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